
 
 

 
                                                                                                    Myerstown, PA    
                                                                                                    Tuesday, June 11, 2013 
 

President Bryan L. Rittle called the regular monthly meeting of the Myerstown Borough 
Council to order at 7:00 p.m., on Tuesday, June 11, 2013. The meeting was held in Borough 
Council Chambers in the Myerstown Municipal Center, 101 East Washington Avenue, 
Myerstown, PA  17067. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 After paying respects to the flag, a roll call was taken. Present were: President Bryan L. 
Rittle, Vice President Gloria R. Ebling, Teresa Allwein, Keith Fox, Barry Lutz, Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Michael D. Behm; Mayor Thomas G. Lush; Treasurer Lee C. Smith; Solicitor 
Frederick S. Wolf; Public Works Department Supervisor David C. Fake; Wastewater 
Department Supervisor Barry A. Ludwig; Patrolman Mel Hemperly; and Assistant Secretary  
Lisa A. Brubaker.  
 
MINUTES: 
 
 A motion was made by Gloria R. Ebling, seconded by Michael D. Behm, to approve the 
minutes of the May 13, 2013 Planning Meeting and the minutes of the May 14, 2013 Regular 
Monthly Meeting. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
CITIZENS’ AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 John Neely – 134 W. Main Avenue – wanted to propose that the borough softball field at 
College Street be brought back into its original condition. He is concerned for the player’s 
protection because there is no fencing and the backstop is in poor condition. Mr. Neely asked if 
a small shed to store equipment could be placed. He also requested the alternate space at the 
field area be made into another field. The Council will take this under advisement.   
 John Neely reported a decline in property maintenance. He is concerned for the value of 
his property. Council President Bryan L. Rittle asked Mr. Neely to provide the information to the 
office so the Property Code Officer can be contacted.      
 
 Brian Ebling - He stated concerns, provided information and pictures on the 
Tulpehocken Creek. Mr. Ebling suggested with the installation of the handicap curb cuts the 
Borough consider the power walk idea which may help the Borough receive more grant funds. 
Mr. Ebling discussed his idea of a blast truck. The truck would allow for quick removal of paint 
and other matter from properties. He will be approaching local businesses with the idea and 
wanted to know if the Borough would provide support for the blast truck idea. Council President 
Bryan L. Rittle stated the power walk is not economically feasible for the town or made for this 
climate. The stream concerns should be directed to the Berks County Conservatory and the as 
Fish and Game Commission. Currently, property maintenance is done on a complaint basis as 
soon as a complaint is received it is enacted on. A full time code enforcement officer would be 
costly for the Borough. After further discussion on the blast truck, the Council cannot give an 
endorsement.    
 
 Phyllis Oxenrider – 120 E. Main Avenue – asked if residents may have campfires or 
open burning. Council President Bryan L. Rittle stated there is no burning of trash but may have 
a wood or charcoal fire for the purpose of cooking. A resident may have a fire pit if it is covered  
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and approved by the fire chief.  Ms. Oxenrider stated she is concerned because there is burning 
happening in her neighborhood. Residents should contact the fire company if there is a concern.       
   
 
REPORTS TO COUNCIL: 
 

Mayor Thomas G. Lush advised the Council he has prepared a notice for the grass 
clippings blown onto the borough streets. He reviewed the Borough Ordinance as to who may 
post a property if a violation occurs.  A local Police Chief is retiring and the Mayor would like to 
use funds from the wedding ceremonies he performs to give a gift certificate towards this 
retirement. The Borough Solicitor will check if it is ok to use those funds and report back to the 
Mayor. A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II, to authorize the 
Mayor Thomas G. Lush to use wedding ceremony funds towards a gift certificate for the 
retirement of Chief Noll pending, if the Borough Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf finds it is acceptable. 
Motion unanimously carried.   

The Mayor questioned where the borough is in the process for the new ordinances. The 
Borough Solicitor stated he has received a revised copy. The Council will receive a copy for final 
review, once it is reviewed and approved it can then be advertised for adoption.  

The Mayor feels the property maintenance is still confusing. Who is responsible for 
enforcement, Randy Maurer is the Code Enforcement Officer. The Borough Solicitor stated 
more properties are being abandoned and going up for Sheriff Sale. John Neely stated he is the 
Constable and can also implement enforcement.   
 

Officer Hemperly presented Borough Council with the monthly Police Department Report 
and asked if there were any questions on the report. Vandalism/graffiti is down but disturbance 
calls are up. The in-service and CPR training for officers was completed. There were no 
questions.  

                                                                                                          
The Recreation Committee had no report.  
 
The Planning Commission had no report.  

 
Wastewater Superintendent Barry A. Ludwig presented Borough Council with the 

monthly Wastewater Department Report. The Council President asked if the outstanding items 
for Trigon Plastics are resolved.  Wastewater Superintendent Barry A. Ludwig stated the items 
are in the progress and should be resolved shortly. The Sewer Advisory Meeting was held on 
Monday, May 20, 2013. The Sewer Advisory Partnership would like the budget prepared for 
their November Meeting. It was requested that the expenditure statement be sent to the Joint 
Authorities monthly with the flow report.  Superintendent Barry A. Ludwig requested to purchase 
an Aluminum Gantry Crane with a compact chain hoist. Council President Bryan L. Rittle stated 
Superintendent Barry A. Ludwig is doing an outstanding job and he and his staff are doing more 
work in house and are cutting costs for the Borough. A motion was made by Park W. 
Haverstick, II, seconded by Michael D. Behm, to approve the purchase of an Aluminum Gantry 
Lift with a compact chain hoist spending up to $3,000.00 for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
Motion unanimously carried.    

The Engineer’s Report was presented. Borough Engineer Cindy Zawrotuk was present. 
The Council President asked how it was going with the specification development and bidding 
process for cleaning and televising portions of the sanitary sewer system. The Engineer stated  



 
 

        Myerstown, PA 
                                                                                                                  Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

 
she is working on the specs and will be reviewing the information with Superintendent Barry A. 
Ludwig. The Borough Engineer stated the televising of the lines should be completed this year 
and then any repair work would be done in 2014.  If there is repair it will be coordinated with the 
Borough and the Public Works Department.  There were no other questions on the report.  
 

Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake presented Borough Council with the monthly 
Public Works Department Report. Council President Bryan L. Rittle asked if the Public Works 
Department places Diamond Tex material on the ball fields every year.  Supervisor David C. 
Fake stated some material is placed each year as part of maintenance for the fields.  
The Mayor Thomas G. Lush asked if the island grass strips along State Route 422 are in the 
Borough. He is seeing more signs being placed in that area and wanted to know if the Borough 
has the authority to remove them. Penn Dot will be contacted to see what their requirements are 
for signage.  
Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II asked why the Water Authority requested to stop filling 
the pool. There was a water main break which caused the water level to drop which would have 
cause low pressure for the residents, so the pool filling was stopped until the repair was 
completed and the water level was raised then the pool was finished.  
Councilmember Keith Fox asked if the bid packet for the roadway repairs was completed. The 
Penn Dot Representative will be at the Borough Hall on Tuesday, June 18, 2013 to complete 
the bid packets.  The Borough Solicitor has not sent the letter to the developer of North Goodwill 
Street to see if they will be repairing the deficient roadway or if they want the Borough to use the 
Escrow Funds being held. So the project cannot be advertised until the Borough knows the 
developer’s intentions.    

   
  Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf presented Borough Council with the monthly Solicitor’s 

Report. The Borough Solicitor spoke to the Codifier Kenneth Rotz. He has received the copy of 
the revisions to the codified ordinances. A copy will be given to the council for review. Upon 
review and approval, the document can then proceed to adoption.   
The E.I.T. Bureau previously notified the Borough of their belief of an overpayment. The 
Borough submitted question and wanted answers before the Borough paid back any funds. No 
answer was received and the Borough made no payment. The current E.I.T. Board is requesting 
to meet with the Council to try to get this matter rectified. The Council would like the Finance 
Committee to meet with the E.I.T. Board.   
The Solicitor provided updates on property maintenance violations. He advised the Council the 
legal complaint was filed with the District Justice for the Railroad property. A hearing date has 
not yet been set.   
Council President Bryan L. Rittle asked if the letter was sent to the Railroad Street property 
owners regarding the repair of the sidewalk. The Solicitor reviewed the documents and asked if 
a 6 month notice will give the property owner enough time to make the repair. The property 
owner can request an extension of time if needed. A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded 
by Gloria R. Ebling, to authorize the notice be sent to the property owners of 500 and 502 
Railroad Street with a 6 month notice of repair for the sidewalk. Motion unanimously carried.  
A copy of the delinquent sewer billing report was reviewed. The action being taken on these 
properties was listed on the report. There are commercial properties being discussed. One 
property was being billed for sewer service with an automatic credit being applied every quarter 
to the billing and EDU’s were reduced without Council approval. The Borough Solicitor advised 
the Council take action to authorize the notification of the property owner that the billing credit 
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would be removed and a redetermination of the EDU’s would be done. The Borough Engineer 
Cindy Zawrotuk discussed the EDU’s and stated the reduction should not have been given.   
The developer of North Goodwill Street has not been notified of the road deficiencies. No 
documentation has been found showing they were notified prior as to the roadway deficiencies.  
The Deed of Dedication has not been found. The road project bid cannot go forward until the 
Borough knows what the developer’s intent of repair is. A motion was made by Michael D. 
Behm, seconded by Gloria R. Ebling, to proceed with the road repairs. Motion unanimously 
carried.  

   
 There were no other Committee Reports. 
 
 Treasurer Lee C. Smith prepared and presented Borough Council with the monthly 
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Barry Lutz, seconded by Michael D. Behm, to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report and have it on file for audit. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 The monthly listing of invoices was presented. A motion was made by Gloria R. Ebling, 
seconded by Barry Lutz, to approve payment of all invoices as listed. Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

The communications were reviewed. There were no questions or comments on the 
communications.      
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Borough Council President Bryan L. Rittle read the list of current Committee and Board 
vacancies. If anyone is interested in volunteering to serve on any of these boards contact the 
Borough office.   
 
 Information has been received from the Borough State Association regarding 
appointments for Boards, Committees and Commissions. Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II 
asked what does the Civil Service Committee do. The Committee handles police issues and hire 
police officers.   
 
 The awarded consultant for the Early Intervention Grant would like to hold a launch 
event for the program. The date has been set for Monday, June 24, 2013. The time has been 
changed to 8:30 a.m. so DCED Marita Kelly and Peter Zug can attend.   
 
 The Council discussed the Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator position. A motion was 
made by Michael D. Behm, seconded by Keith Fox, to hire Paul T. Kulp, Jr. at a rate of $20.00 
per hour to include the current standard fringe benefits package with a six month probationary 
period. Motion unanimously carried.  
The Council requested Wastewater Superintendent Barry A. Ludwig ask Paul T. Kulp, Jr. to 
come to the July meeting to meet the councilmembers.    
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A letter was received from the Fireplace Christian Fellowship informing the Borough they 
purchased the property of 6-8 W. Main Avenue. It is their intension to tear down the structure 
and place a parking lot to be used for the Bahney House Hotel. They have been in contact with 
the Lebanon County Planning Office for requirements, codes and permits required. The owner 
would like a driveway cut onto Main Avenue. That will need to be reviewed by the Borough 
Planning Commission. The letter also gave an update on the Bahney House construction 
project.  

 
The Bridge Projects were advertised and bids were received. A tabulation sheet was 

prepared by ARRO Engineering for the Council. After review, a motion was made by Park W. 
Haverstick, II, seconded by Keith Fox, to award the post flood bid to Abel Construction 
Company, Inc. with a bid of $98,477.65 for the Broad Street and the Railroad Bridge. Motion 
unanimously carried. 
After discussion, a motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Michael D. Behm, to award the 
pre flood bid to Mar-Allen Concrete Products, Inc. with a bid of $203,136.00 for the Broad Street 
and the Railroad Street Bridge. Motion unanimously carried.    
 
 The MS-4 Report has been completed and submitted. Phillip Brath from ARRO 
Engineering stated someone from the Borough should join the Tulpehocken Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited. Information will be given to the Council for review.  
 

A request was received from the Isaac Meier Homestead to conduct their annual 
Country Fair on Saturday, September 28, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  A motion was made 
by Barry Lutz, seconded by Gloria R. Ebling, to approve the request from the Isaac Meier 
Homestead to hold their annual Country Fair on Saturday, September 28, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Motion carried. 

 
The Police Department gave the Borough Office a copy of an accident report. Repairs 

were completed by the Borough Public Works Department and the person was billed for the 
repair fees. The vehicle owner has asked to make payments on the total billed. No, the Council 
does not feel the total warrants the need for payments.  

 
 A question was asked to Borough Engineer Darrell Becker on coping fees. The copies 
were for five project manuals for the Bridge project.  
 
 A Zoning Hearing will be held on Tuesday, June 25, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. to hear testimony 
on the Zoning Variance request for the Fairview Mennonite Church to build an addition onto the 
existing church building for classrooms.      
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
 Borough Council recessed the regular meeting and entered into Executive Session at 
9:16 p.m. to discuss several personnel and legal matters.  

Borough Council returned from Executive Session at 9:52 p.m. reconvening the regular 
session and resumed consideration of and action on the regular meeting agenda.  
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COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE BOROUGH: 
 
 There were no comments. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 Borough Council President Bryan L. Rittle adjourned the meeting at 9:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa A. Brubaker    
Assistant Secretary 
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